A LETTER 
FROM THE PASTORPHILIPPIANS 1
Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my God.  I always pray for you, and I make my requests with a heart full of joy because you have been my partners in spreading the Good News about Christ from the time you first heard it until now.
It is right that I should feel as I do about all of you, for you have a very special place in my heart.  We have shared together the blessings of God, both when I was in prison and when I was out, defending the truth and telling others the Good News.   

A FOND FAREWELL!
I have always been attracted to the relationship that existed between Paul and the community at Philippi.  It is the one community that Paul didn’t seem to have a major argument with.  (Philippi did have a couple of leaders (women) who didn’t seem to get on with each other.)  Otherwise, Paul was extremely grateful for their support of Paul and his ministry, no matter where it led Paul to, even to Rome and beyond.  
I find in my own ministry at Light some similarities with Paul’s time at Philippi.  Paul had to make new plans, since the door had been shut to northern Asia (Turkey) on the Black Sea.  We don’t know why or how that occurred.  But we do know that Paul was shown in a dream that he needed to cross the Bosphorus into Europe, to Greece.  
Paul’s ministry in Greece then started in some controversy.  He found the followers of Yahweh down by the local river, on the Sabbath.  This suggests that there was a community of Jewish people living in Phillipi, but not enough to form a Synagogue.  You needed ten mature males to legitimately build a synagogue.  So the local community met by the river where they could wash themselves in preparation for worship and have water for their worship rituals (baptisms).  That is so much like my time in PNG.  
Included in that community at Phillipi were a number of women who were ‘Worshipers of God’ (non Jewish followers of Yahweh).  In fact, Acts 16 informs us that most of the worshippers were women.  
The controversy came when Paul, who was irritated by a slave agitating the community about Paul’s presence.  She was affected either by a spirit which allowed her to read the future.  Paul healed the slave of her affliction and the owners became angry because they lost their source of income, because of her words and actions among the gullible.  Paul was thrown into prison.  
It was here that another opportunity to witness to Christ arrived.  After an earthquake, the rather crusty and superstitious jailor heard the gospel about Jesus Christ.  He was baptized with his family.  
The incredible part of this story is the relationship which was then established between Paul and the Christian community which arose around his ministry.  No matter how tough it became for them or Paul, they stuck by him and supported him through thick and thin.  
It is this aspect of their relationship that touches my own sense of belonging at Light.  We have walked a wonderful journey as the people of God.  I thank you for your encouragement, your support, and your love.  
Your servant, shepherd (sheepdog) and brother in Christ					Pastor Geoff
PS	I am grateful that prison hasn’t been on the agenda.  
